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Title 20A:
EDUCATION

§4723

Part 3: ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
Chapter 207A: INSTRUCTION
Subchapter 3: SECONDARY SCHOOLS
§4722A. Proficiencybased diploma standards
Beginning January 1, 2017, a diploma indicating graduation from a
secondary school must be based on student demonstration of proficiency
as described in this section. The commissioner may permit a school
administrative unit to award diplomas under this section prior to January
1, 2017 if the commissioner finds that the unit's plan for awarding
diplomas meets the criteria for proficiencybased graduation under this
section. [2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW).]
1. Requirements for award of diploma. In order to receive a
diploma indicating graduation from secondary school, a student must:
A. Demonstrate that the student engaged in educational experiences
relating to English language arts, mathematics and science and
technology in each year of the student's secondary schooling;
[2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW).]

B. Demonstrate proficiency in meeting state standards in all content
areas of the system of learning results established under section
6209; [2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW).]
C. Demonstrate proficiency in each of the guiding principles set
forth in department rules governing implementation of the system of
learning results established pursuant to section 6209; and [2011,
c. 669, §7 (NEW).]

D. Meet any other requirements specified by the governing body of
the school administrative unit attended by the student. [2011, c.
669, §7 (NEW).]
[ 2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW) .]

2. Method of gaining and demonstrating proficiency. Students
must be allowed to gain proficiency through multiple pathways, as
described in section 4703, and must be allowed to demonstrate
proficiency by presenting multiple types of evidence, including but not
limited to teacherdesigned or studentdesigned assessments, portfolios,
performance, exhibitions, projects and community service.
[ 2013, c. 176, §2 (AMD) .]

3. Exceptions. Notwithstanding subsection 1, a student may be
awarded a diploma indicating graduation from a secondary school in the
following circumstances.

A. A child with a disability, as defined in section 7001, subsection
1B, who achieves proficiency as required in subsection 1, as
specified by the goals and objectives of the child's individualized
education plan, may be awarded a high school diploma. [2011, c.
669, §7 (NEW).]

B. A student who has satisfactorily completed the freshman year in
an accredited degreegranting institution of higher education may be
eligible to receive a high school diploma from the school the student
last attended. [2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW).]
B1. A student who has satisfactorily completed the junior and
senior years in a dual enrollment career and technical education
program formed pursuant to chapter 229 and who successfully
demonstrates proficiency as required in subsection 1 may be eligible
to receive a high school diploma from the secondary school the
student last attended. [2013, c. 318, §2 (NEW).]
C. [2013, c. 439, §4 (RP).]
D. A school administrative unit may award a high school diploma to
a student who has met the standards set forth in a waiver request that
was approved by the commissioner pursuant to section 4502,
subsection 8. [2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW).]
E. A person may be awarded a high school diploma, including a
posthumous award, if the person or a family member of the person
applies to a secondary school and:
(1) The person:
(a) Attended a secondary school in the geographic area
now served by the secondary school from which a diploma
is requested; or
(b) Resides at the time of application for a diploma in the
geographic area served by the secondary school from
which a diploma is requested;
(2) The person did not graduate or receive a diploma from a
secondary school because the person left secondary school to
serve in the Armed Forces and served during the following
periods:
(a) World War II, from December 7, 1941 to August 16,
1945;
(b) The Korean Conflict;
(c) The Vietnam War era, from February 28, 1961 to May
7, 1975; or
(d) The period of wartime or peacetime after a period of
wartime described in division (a), (b) or (c); and
(3) The person received an honorable discharge or a certificate
of honorable service from the Armed Forces.
For the purposes of this paragraph, "Armed Forces" means the

United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard
and the Merchant Marines. [2013, c. 281, §2 (AMD).]
[ 2013, c. 439, §4 (AMD) .]

4. Grants; contingent extension of full implementation. During
the period of transition to proficiencybased graduation in accordance
with this section, the department, if funds are available, shall make
annual transition grants to each school administrative unit equal to 1/10
of 1% of the school administrative unit's total cost of education
calculated under section 15688, subsection 1 to be used in the manner
determined by the school administrative unit to fund the costs of the
transition not otherwise subsidized by the State. The date for
implementation of the awarding of diplomas based on student
demonstration of proficiency as described in this section is extended one
year for each year for which transition grants are not made available to a
school administrative unit or for which levels of general purpose aid for
local schools fall below school year 20122013 levels.
[ 2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW) .]
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